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An ideal mountain resort
Vail receives designation as world’s first sustainable  

mountain resort thanks to local collaboration. A3

Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley 
hosted its first CEO Build Day. 
Local business leaders volun-
teered to help build Habitat 
homes. From left, these volun-
teers are: Jim Haymaker; Jan 
Olewnik; Colleen Weiss, CEO 
East West Partners; Bret Hooper, 
Habitat for Humanity Vail Valley 
vice president and Edwards 
Jones financial consultant; Kathy 
Chandler-Henry, Habitat for 
Humanity board member and 
Eagle County commissioner.
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1724 PAINTBRUSH | MOUNTAIN STAR
4-bedroom | 4.5-bath | 5,659 square feet | $4,195,000

Vail Resorts is located within the White River 
National Forest and is operated by Vail Resorts 
under permit from the Forest Service, U.S.D.A.

THE #1 FAMILY ACTIVITY IN VAIL

Experience a full day of adventure with 
access to a mountain coaster, ziplines, 

adventure course, tubing and climbing wall. 

BUY YOUR PASSES AT VAIL.COM



Vail is world’s first sustainable mountain resort

VAIL — After an initial an-
nouncement in December 2017, 
it’s official: Vail is the first resort 
in the United States — and first 
mountain resort in the world — to 
achieve certification as a “sustain-
able destination.”

The announcement was expect-
ed Friday, July 20, from Sustain-
able Travel International. 

The certification was years in 
the making and required work 
by the town of Vail, Vail Resorts, 
Walking Mountains Science Cen-
ter the U.S. Forest Service and 
other public and private agencies 
and groups. 

Kim Langmaid is the co-found-
er of Walking Mountains Science 
Center and the organization’s 
current vice president. She also 
serves on the Vail Town Council.

Langmaid said the certification 
has taken years to achieve. In the 

summer of 2013, Walking Moun-
tains launched its Actively Green 
program for local businesses as 
a lead-in to the 2015 FIS World 
Alpine Ski Championships. About 
200 businesses have participated 
in Actively Green training in sus-
tainability practices. Of those, 57 
are certified. 

But Actively Green was just 
part of the effort. Town of Vail 
programs including the town’s 
disposable bag ban, its recycling 
mandates and the Restore the 
Gore effort to improve water 
quality in Gore Creek also played 
a large role. 

The certification effort also in-
cluded looking closely at housing, 
transportation, wildlife preser-
vation and other issues, as well 
as sustainability efforts by other 
partners.

CONDITIONAL CERTIFICATION 
Those efforts paid off last year, 

when the Global Sustainable 
Tourism Council audited Vail. Its 
findings were released in Decem-
ber, and a conditional certifica-
tion was granted.

Sustainable Travel Interna-
tional Director of Standards and 

Monitoring Bobby Chappell said 
that conditional certification was 
followed up this year.

Chappell said some of that fol-
low-up work included developing 
a multi-year strategy for sustain-
ability efforts, as well as integrat-
ing separate plans into a cohesive 
whole.

Langmaid said every local 
organization that participated 
in the certification effort had its 
own mandates for sustainabili-
ty practices. But, she added, the 
work has been helpful in creating 
“shared understanding” between 
those entities and helped all those 
groups look more toward the 
future. 

And, she added, the future plays 
a key role in both certification and 
the efforts to earn it. 

The current certification lasts 
for three years and requires annu-
al updates.

“This is a huge deal,” Langmaid 
said. Becoming the first certified 
U.S. destination was complicated, 

in part because there were no oth-
er resorts for guidance.

The same is true, and then 
some, to be the first certified 
mountain resort in the world. 
Local partners and Sustain-
able Travel International used 

By Scott N. Miller
smiller@vaildaily.com

Years of effort required 
to earn sustainability 
certification

The effort to have Vail certified as a sustainable destination began in 
2013 with the launch of Walking Mountains Science Center’s “Actively 
Green” program for businesses. Here, Walking Mountains co-founder 
Kim Langmaid leads a training session.
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BY THE NUMBERS
60 percent: Leisure travelers 
classified as “sustainable.”
53 percent: Sustainable travel-
ers who say sustainable practices 
influence their travel decisions.
30 percent: Increase in accom-
modation spending by sustain-
able travelers over others.
105 million: Size of the sustain-
able group of travelers in the 
United States.

Source: Sustainable Travel International
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EDWARDS PLAZA
BETWEEN 

170 & HWY 6

MON-FRI: 10:30-10PM
SAT & SUN: 7:30AM-10PM

TAKE-N-BAKE

BY THE DOZEN OR HALF A DOZEN

CHILE RELLENOS • TAMALES

BURRITOS • TACOS

BY THE PINT OR QUART

SALSA • GUACAMOLE

CHILE CON QUESO

NEW MEXICAN CAFÉ
SINCE 1989

281 Bridge Street, Vail • www.brandesscadmus.com

(970) 476-1450

Three Available - 46, 49 & 51 Custer Court/ Buckhorn Valley
(photo represents Sold Home on Maverick Court)

• 4 bedroom / 3 bathroom / 2344 sq ft
• Front deck with surrounding mountain views
• Solid surface & stainless steel appliances in kitchen
• Backs up to Overlook Park Open Space
• 2 car garage
• Fully landscaped & irrigated yard
• Finished walk-out lower level
• Option for legal ADU lock-off
• To be completed late Summer 2018

Existing models on Maverick Ct, Buckhorn Valley

Brandess-Cadmus
Real Estate, Inc.

$479,500

Knowledge • Experience • Familiarity • since 1978

NEW CONSTRUCTION

46 Custer Court Under Contract - Only 2 Homes Remaining

$75 60 minute  
session

ask about our package deal - buy 5 get 1 free

where the locals go!

voted best massage  
since 2006

do something 
great for you!
Avon  970.748.1600
next to Starbucks

West Vail  970.476.7223
inside the Holiday Inn

call today or book online at:

simplymassage.com

$75
Avon 970.748.1600
next to Starbucks

West Vail 970.476.7223
inside the DoubleTree by Hilton

*session includes time for dressing and consultation

LOCALLY

OWNED &

OPERATED

$75 60 minute  
session

ask about our package deal - buy 5 get 1 free

where the locals go!

voted best massage  
since 2006

do something 
great for you!
Avon  970.748.1600
next to Starbucks

West Vail  970.476.7223
inside the Holiday Inn

call today or book online at:

simplymassage.com

Another fine retailer featured in 
The Collection

A SPECIAL SELECTION OF NEW AND UNIQUE 
PRODUCTS FROM FINE RETAILERS.

PICK UP YOUR FREE COPY OF THE COLLECTION AT 
LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE VAIL VALLEY.
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SUMMER 2018

Portofino Jewelry carries a wide selection of designer, custom, and fashion jewelry, in all price 
ranges. We carry artistic designs, specializing in handmade Colorado pieces for both women and 
men. Our apparel selection complements the Vail Valley lifestyle… casual, comfortable, yet elegant.

Featured: Limited Edition Mount Holy Cross Sterling and Gem Stone Jewelry.  
The prices range from $48.00 to $398.00. All the styles can be made in 14k gold.

Portofino Jewelry
UNIQUE CUSTOM DESIGNED JEWELRY

AVON | 240 CHAPEL PLACE | 970.949.1404
PORTOFINOJEWELRY.COM
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existing guidelines, as well as information about the 
local effort, to create the “Mountain IDEAL” destination 
standard.

“When you think about sustainability, it’s a broad sub-
ject,” Chappell said. Thinking about the subject requires 
both immediate and forward thinking. 

Sustainability efforts are never finished, and constant 
improvement is needed, Chappell said. 

“That’s why this is important,” he said. “It’s thinking 
about how you improve yourself (and looking at) all the 
things happening in a destination.”

TRAVELERS SEEK SUSTAINABILITY
While wildlife habitat preservation, stream health and 

energy conservation are worthwhile in themselves, more 
travelers are paying attention to how destinations address 
those and other issues. 

Research by Sustainable Travel International and Man-
dala Research indicates that 60 percent of all U.S.-based 
travelers classify themselves as interested in sustainability. 
Of that group — roughly 105 million people — more than 
half say that sustainability efforts play a role in choosing a 
travel destination. 

Certification tells travelers that a destination is doing 
more than the basics in terms of sustainability.

“In tourism, it’s easy to get caught up in teeny things,” 
Sustainable Travel International Communications Director 
Kaitlyn Brajcich said. Those “teeny” things include hotels 
asking guests if they want their towels laundered after just 
one night.

Brajcich said certification tells travelers “the whole des-
tination has gone above and beyond. … They’re actually 
doing something.” 

Since not many destinations are certified, getting that 
certification is “a really big deal,” she said. 

Langmaid was raised in Vail and has lived most of her 
life there. The sustainability certification is both personally 
and professionally important to her.

“It makes me proud to be part of a community com-
mitted to sustainability,” Langmaid said. “I wouldn’t 
expect anything less from Vail. We’ve always been a 
leader.”

With Vail’s position as the first Mountain IDEAL desti-
nation, Langmaid said she believes other mountain resorts 
will both join the effort. That will give mountain destina-
tions a chance to learn from one another. 

Guests will ultimately benefit, Chappell said.
“Sustainability is a reflection of quality,” he said. “When 

you put in the time and work, you’re offering a higher qual-
ity product.” 

Vail Daily Business Editor Scott Miller can be reached at 
smiller@vaildaily.com and 970-748-2930.

SUSTAINABILITY
From page A3

Come to the Minturn Market 
Every Saturday, 9:00am-2:00pm

Saturday | July 14th
i n  H i s t o r i c  D o w n t o w n  M i n t u r n

Shop the Original Vail Valley Market
Now in its 20th Season! 

www.minturnmarket.org

• Fine Art
• Handmade items
• Goat-petting area
• Kids station to make    
   their own build-a-bear

Lots of new booths at the market this year!
• Plants, Colorado produce
• Micro-greens
• Henna body art
• Clothing & Jewelry
• And so much more!

LIVE MUSIC 
9:30 am - 11:30 am 
& 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Tim Campbell
of the Schwing Daddy band, guitar and vocal performing a 
variety of Americana, Rock and Roll and Easy Listening

Go Fly Fishing TODAY!

BOOK TODAY!
Flyfishingoutfitters.net
970-476-FISH (3474)

Family Fly Fishing 
On Colorado’s Best Rivers! Nightly 

DiNNer SpecialS

OpeN fOr DiNiNg 
at 5:00pm

Lancelot 
restaurant

$10 
SelecteD appetizerS

 

 

Located in Four Seasons Resort Vail * Complimentary Parking 
One Vail Road * 970-477-8650  

Summer Après  
on the Flame Terrace  

Daily Food and Beverage Specials 
5pm to 6pm  

 
 

Complimentary shuttle rides to Bravo! Vail  
performances at the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater   
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