Sustainable Event Guidelines

There is nothing better than a community coming together to enjoy activities, music, and food with family
and friends. But are we being responsible about it? Incorporating sustainability into events and festivals is
an important component in making them successful and enjoyable. It is our duty to protect and preserve the
outdoors as we simultaneously utilize the resources that it provides.
There are many ways to integrate sustainability into your event, such as the responsible purchasing of
products, zero waste efforts, and educating vendors and visitors on the importance of sustainability and how
they can incorporate it into their daily lives. This handbook can be used as a guide on how to adopt
sustainable practices for any and all events including information regarding reusable and compostable
products, Zero Waste stations, and how to responsibly choose which gifts and giveaways to purchase for
your guests.
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Why Host a Sustainable Event?

Events play a large role in community involvement and the quality of life of residents and visitors alike. Unfortunately,
these events generate large amounts of waste that end up in the landfill. Landfills are the third largest source of human
related methane emissions, which is a harmful gas emitted into the atmosphere with extremely detrimental effects to
our health and the environment (EPA). Rather than sending it to the landfill, a majority of this waste can be recycled
and composted; all it takes is some planning ahead. Hosting sustainable events is important for protecting our
environment and preserving it for future generations. Plus, attendees are more likely to be engaged and give good
reviews of events with a sustainable initiative!

A simple example of how to divert waste at your event.

Engaging children in sustainability initiatives is imperative.
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What to consider:
You may have heard of the three R’s; Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. It is too often that we forget about the first two
words in that phrase, reduce and reuse. This slogan prioritizes the actions we should be taking when it
comes to the waste we produce. Reducing waste is the first step, and the best way to take action at your
event is to have Zero Waste stations.
1. Zero Waste Stations
Zero Hero stations assist the public with distinguishing between items that can be composted, recycled, or
sent to the landfill. With the assistance of a trained volunteer or staff member, all of the waste can be sorted
at the station while simultaneously educating the visitor on how to divert waste! Compostable products are
highly recommended because they do not contribute to landfill waste. Instead, these products can be
utilized at a compost facility to be turned into soil for local farmers to grow food.

Zero Hero station.
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Suggestions for compostable products are listed below:
1. BPI certified products
2. Hot Beverage Cups
3. Cold Beverage Cups
4. Utensils
5. Straws
6. Plates
7. Bowls
8. To-Go Containers
9. Food Tray
10. Sleeves
11. Napkins

Compostable food trays.

Compostable plates.

Compostable bowls.
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2. Reusable Stations
Another great way to reduce waste and make your event eco-friendly is to utilize products that can be
reused many times, rather than a product that is disposed of after ten minutes of use.
How does it work?
A reusable station is exactly what it sounds like: a table/tent set up in a central area to distribute reusable
plates, bowls, cups, and utensils for guests to use for purchasing food and beverages throughout the event.
Utilizing these products is extremely important because no waste will go to the landfill. When guests are
finished with the products, they can drop them in dirty dish bins that are distributed throughout the events
grounds and taken away by workers or volunteers to the dishwashing station. Dishwashing stations can be
accessed through partnerships with institutions located nearby that are willing to allow the use of their
facility, or in a dishwashing truck like the one used at Planet Bluegrass Festival in Lyons, Colorado (see
below).

Having a reusable station is an investment. But, in the long run, you save money through avoiding
purchasing disposable products for each event while immensely reducing your impact on the environment.
Everyone wins! Suggestions for reusable products are listed below:
■ O2GO
■ Preserve 2 Go
■ Eco-Takeouts
■ BambooWare
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How many stations to consider:
The amount of stations required can be dictated by the expected attendance and the number of vendors at
the event. After you have a head count of vendors, you can predict how much waste each one will produce
and plan accordingly. You want to make sure that stations are spread out and accessible to everyone at the
event. You also want to make sure that there are enough receptacles provided by waste haulers (i.e. Waste
Management) to collect the waste at the end of the event. This includes dumpsters, recycling bins, and
compost bins that can all be picked up by their respective haulers. It is better to overestimate the amount of
receptacles you may need rather than underestimate, so that no waste is left behind.

Staff member educating attendees on diversion.

Example of a trash receptacle provided by waste hauler.
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Staff and Vendor Responsibilities

When it comes to zero waste initiatives, it is important to engage vendors so that they can help spread the
word to attendees. This helps to make the waste diversion process go much smoother. For example, if a
vendor is using compostable/recyclable products, they can display a small sign at the front of their tent
letting the public know so that they can be properly sorted at the Zero Hero station. It is also necessary to
train volunteers and/or staff to recognize which products are compostable or recyclable. With a trained
member of the team manning a Zero Hero station, they can educate the public; allowing them to take the
knowledge home and spread the word!

Example of a sign a vendor could use at their station.

Volunteers play a huge role in event waste diversion.
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Food and Beverage Services

When planning your event, it is extremely helpful to have visitors register or RSVP so that you can plan for
food distribution. This will help vendors to plan how much food to bring and also minimize food waste.
According to the Northwest Colorado Waste Diversion Study, 37% of organics are going to our local landfill
(Diversion Study).This can easily be avoided if you plan according to registered guests. It is also estimated
that up to 12 million metric tons of plastic enter our ocean each year (Green Peace). We can combat this by
prohibiting the sale of disposable/single use plastic bottles, like at the Farmers Market in Vail, Colorado.
Water refill stations are highly encouraged for all events. When advertising your event, it is important to also
advertise the use of reusable water bottles. Let registered guests know to bring their own bottle for unlimited
refills at the event. Suggestions for water refill stations include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Event Water Solutions
Quench Buggy
USPW Water Bar
WaterMonster

Event Water Solutions.

WaterMonster.
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Conscious Consumerism

It is a great idea to engage visitors through giveaways and gift giving, and this is a very common practice.
But, it is very important to be thoughtful and responsible when it comes to purchasing these items. Getting
creative and giving away sustainable items engages and intrigues the public! We would like to encourage all
vendors to minimize waste by being conscious consumers and considering the end product of what is being
purchased. If it’s not reusable, compostable, or recyclable, don’t buy it. Purchases should keep money local
and put money towards services and items manufactured or grown from sustainable practices. Suggestions
for sustainable gifts and giveaways include:
● Upcycled notebooks made of discarded books
● Reusable bottles with your logo on it (great for marketing your company or organization!)
● Reusable shopping bags made of recycled water bottles (you can customize your own at Custom
Grocery Bags)
● Jewelry made of upcycled items
● Other great environmentally friendly items can be found at Garrett Specialties

Sustainable, reusable bottles can be customized here.

Customized reusable grocery bags can be found here.
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Final Thoughts

Overall, it is fairly simple and very rewarding to incorporate sustainability into your event. All it takes is some
mindfulness and planning ahead! Even the smallest of efforts can make a difference, such as the Zero
Waste stations and giving away sustainable gifts. These efforts will leave a positive impression on guests,
and they will more than likely bring some knowledge and sustainable practices home with them. With
trained staff and volunteers ready to go, your event will be successful and enjoyable for all!
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